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John E. Adams. M. D. ,P. A. 

827 West Padonia Road 

cockeysville, maryland 21030 

(410)560-5752 

Fax (410) 560-5753 

September 11, 2 06 



Patrick A. Malone, Esq. 
Stein, Mitchell & Mezines 
1100 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 1130 
Washington, D.C. 20036 



Re: Johnny Harrison 



Dear Mr. Malone: 

At your request, I have reviewed certain information and 
materials concerning this matter, including police reports, an 
accident reconstruction report, scene diagrams, scene 
photographs, a Department of Public Works report. Secret Service 
reports and records of interviews of witnesses . I also reviewed 
the autopsy report for Johnny Harrison, a toxicology report, 
autopsy photographs and microscopic slides from the autopsy. As 
a result of this review, I am able to provide the following 
observations and opinions. All opinions are expressed to a 
reasonable degree of medical probability or certainty. 

On July 16, 2 04 at about 10:15 A.M., Mr. Harrison, a 38 
year old male employee of the District of Columbia Department of 
Public Works, was operating a trash truck by himself. According 
to witnesses, he filled the hopper and when he engaged the 
compactor, the truck began to move forward in the middle of the 
street. The truck veered slightly to the left of the center of 
the street, and when he attempted to gain entrance to its cab, he 
became trapped between the truck and an automobile traveling in 
the opposite direction. Falling into the path of the truck, he 
was run over by its left rear dual wheel. First responders 
(police and ambulance personnel) found Mr. Harrison under the 
truck wheel, unresponsive and with no vital signs. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene at 3:39 P.M., long after the 
accident occurred. 

Scene photographs show Mr. Harrison lying on his right side, 
with both lower legs prominently angulated from having been 
crushed. The outside left rear dual tire, and to a lesser extent 
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the inside dual, are resting on his left flank and lower rib 
cage. Stretched and torn clothing attests to the avulsive 
(tearing) force from rotation of the wheel. Linear abrasions of 
the skin of the upper torso from abrasive, stretched clothing 
also reflect part of the force applied during the runover. 

The autopsy examination documented fractures of both lower 
legs and a crushed pelvis, with extensive avulsive and crushing 
injury of the perineum and genitalia. There was widespread 
contusion and abrasion of skin and muscle of the mid and lower 
anterior and posterior torso and left arm. Deep abrasion of the 
skin and soft tissue of the lower abdomen, back, hips and 
buttocks were the result of slipping and skidding of the tire on 
the body and the body on the pavement as the wheel traveled over 
the body. There was a large longitudinal laceration of skin of 
the right thigh, also an avulsive injury. There was no impact 
injury to the head. Microscopic study of various tissues and 
organs showed no evidence of fat or bone marrow embolism. 

Toxicological study was negative except for caffeine, which 
was not quantified. 

Examination of the truck and a subsequent reconstruction of 
the accident at the scene disclosed defects in the truck that 
caused it to move forward when the compacting mechanism was 
engaged. The rate of forward movement during the malfunction was 
not recorded. At a speed of 5 miles per hour (7.3 feet per 
second) , it would take a minimum of 1/2 second for the truck to 
travel over Mr. Harrison's body from the feet to the mid-torso, 
where it stopped. However, the time to travel up the body would 
be increased by skidding and slipping and the obstructing body. 

In summary, while trying to gain control of his truck, Mr. 
Harrison became trapped between the truck and a passenger car 
moving in the opposite direction, and fell or was driven under 
the left rear dual wheel of the truck. The truck traveled 
longitudinally up his body, first passing over and crushing the 
lower legs. It then traveled up his legs to his pelvis, 
producing a large laceration of the right thigh, and then 
crushing the pelvis and lacerating and crushing internal pelvic 
and lower abdominal organs. Skidding and slipping of the tires 
over the body and the body over the pavement produced 
longitudinal stretching and tearing of his clothing and deep 
abrasions of skin and muscle before the forward motion of the 
truck was stopped by the body in its path. At this point, Mr. 
Harrison would have been unable to breathe because of restriction 
of respiration from the weight of the truck on his torso 
("mechanical asphyxia"). Asphyxia and disruption of circulation 
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from massive damage to the torso caused loss of consciousness, 
followed promptly by death. The time from the beginning of the 
runover to loss of consciousness cannot be determined precisely, 
but probably is in the range of a few seconds, during which Mr. 
Harrison experienced extreme physical pain. 

My current curriculum vitae and a record of sworn testimony 
provided in civil and criminal proceedings in the past 4 years 
are attached. I am being compensated at the rate of $300.00 per 
hour for all services provided in connection with this case. 



Sincerely, 



John E . Adams , M . D . 
Forensic Pathologist 



Attachments: Curriculum Vitae 

Log of Sworn Testimony 



Hef: harr.95 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 



John E. Adams, M.D. 

827 West Padonia Road 
Cockeysville, Maryland 21030 



Born: May 11, 193 
Cumberland, Maryland 



College: 



Tufts University, 1948 - 1951 
University of Maryland, 1951 - 1952, B.S 



Medical School 



University of Maryland, 1952 - 1956, M.D 



Professional 
Appointments : 



Rotating Internship, Union Memorial 
Hospital, Baltimore, 1956 - 1957 

Assistant Resident in Medicine, University 
Hospital, Baltimore, 1957 

Assistant Resident in Pathology, University 
of Maryland, 1957 - 1958 

Chief and Assistant Pathologist, U.S. Air 
Force, Keesler A. F.B . , Biloxi, 1958 - 1960 

Assistant Resident in Pathology, 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, 
1960 - 1962 

Teaching Fellow in Pathology, Harvard 
University Medical School, 1960 - 1962 

Assistant in Pathology, Tufts University 
Medical School, 1960 - 1962 

Fellow in Forensic Pathology, Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner of Maryland, 
1962 - 1953 



Assistant Medical Examiner, State of 
Maryland, 1963 - 1965 

Lecturer in Forensic Pathology, Johns 
Hopkins University School of Public Health 
and Hygiene, 1962 - 1965 

Assistant Professor of Pathology, 
University of Maryland Medical School, 
1962 - 2000 

Instructor in BioethicS; Johns Hopkins 
University, 1980 - 1986 
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Professional 

Appointments 

(cont.d) : 



Consultant in Pathology, Baltimore City 
Hospitals, 1970 - 1980 

Consultant in Pathology, Sinai Hospital 
of Baltimore, 1982 - 2003 

Member, Board of Medical Examiners of 
Maryland, 1969 - 1984 

Member, Commission on Medical Discipline 
of Maryland, 1973 - 1982 

Chairman, Commission on Medical Discipline 
of Maryland, 19 7 7 - 19 81 

Member, Baltimore County Health Services 
Focus Group, 1989 - 1990 

Chief, Department of Pathology, Hospital 
for the Women of Maryland, 1965 

Vice Chief of Staff, Greater Baltimore 
Medical Center, Baltimore, 1974 -1980 and 
1988 - 1990 

Director, Andrology/In Vitro Fertili- 
zation Laboratory, Greater Baltimore 
Medical Center, 1983 - 1990 

Chairman, Department of Pathology, 
Greater Baltimore Medical Center, 
196B - 1990 

Distinguished Emeritus Staff, Greater 
Baltimore Medical Center, 1990-present 

President and Medical Director, Central 
Laboratories of Associated Maryland 
Pathologists, 1970 - 1990 

President and Medical Director, Pathology 
Service Group, Ltd., 1983 - 1990 

Consulting Senior Forensic Pathologist, 
Forensic Technologies International 
Corporation, 1991 - present 
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Present Employment 



Consultant in Forensic Medicine and 
Pathology 



Specialty Boards: 



Certified in Pathologic Anatomy, American 
Board of Pathology, 1962 

Certified in Forensic Pathology, American 
Board of Pathology, 1964 

Certified in Clinical Pathology, American 
Board of Pathology, 1966 



Society Meii±>erships : 



College of American Pathologists (Fellow 
and Prior Delegate) 

American Society of Clinical Pathologists 
(Fellow and Prior Delegate) 

Maryland Society of Pathologists 

American Academy of Forensic Sciences 
(Fellow) 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of 
Maryland 

American Medical Association 

Baltimore County Medical Association 

American Society of Law & Medicine (to 
1989) 

American Fertility Society (to 1990) 

American Society of Andrology (to 19 90) 

American Association of Blood Banks (to 
1990) 



Publications : 



Leukemogenic Thymoma. Report of a Unique 
Case. American Journal of Clinical 
Pathology, Vol. 40, No. 2, pp. 173, 1963 

Investigation of Aircraft Fatalities. 
Journal of Forensic Sciences, 1965. 
(monograph) 
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Publications (cont'd) : 



Editorials, Maryland Medical Journal, 1965 
through 1970 

Multiple publications on physician 
discipline, Maryland Medical Journal, 
1977 - 1985 

Ultrasonic Detection of Trisomy 18. 
Prenatal Diagnosis, Vol. 1, 223-226, 1981 

Pathology, A Review and Comment. 
Reflections, 1981 

Syllabus of Laboratory Medicine, 1982 

Prenatal Diagnosis of 4 5,X/46,XY. 
Maryland Medical Journal, Vol. 34, 883- 
884, 1985 

The Clinical Laboratory Diagnosis and 
Treatment of Infertility. 1985, edited 
1986, 198 7 and 1988 ( ASCP monograph) 

Male Infertility. ASCP Check Sample, 1988 

Assessment of Oocytes Retrieved from Stim- 
ulated and Unstimulated Pig-Tail Macaques . 
Zoo Biology, 33-46, 1989 



Clinical Exhibits 



Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of 
Maryland, Prenatal Diagnosis (1983) & 
Receptor Assays (1985) 



American Society of Medical Technologists 
Drug Abuse Screening (1987) 



Workshops : 



Laboratory Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Infertility. American Society of Clinical 
Pathologists National Meetings, 1985, 
1986, 1987, 1988 
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Recent Seminars 



Forensic Medicine Seminar, Maryland 
Public Defender System, December 16, 1991 



Forensic Medicine Lectures (3) Maryland 
Criminal Defense Attorneys' Conference, 
October 24-25, 1992 



Forensic Medicine Seminar, New Jersey 
Public Defender System, March 8, 1994, 
November 14, 2000, May 5, 2005 



Forensic Medicine Seminar, Maryland 
Public Defender System, July 9, 1997 



Clinical Laboratory Seminar , University of 
Maryland School of Medical & Research 
Technology, 1985 - 2000 



January 2006 
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